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K-5 TALENTED AND GIFTED 

PURPOSE STATEMENT/PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 



 

 

DISTRICT PHILOSOPHY 

The Clifton Board of Education firmly believes that it is the inherent right of every child enrolled 
in the public schools to receive a sound education rooted in equal opportunity and delivered in an 
environment that ensures physical and mental security. In today’s pluralistic technological 
society, our first and foremost task is to instruct students in the democratic principles found 
within the ethical framework of the Constitutions of the United States and the State of New 
Jersey. 

The Clifton Board of Education recognizes the importance of promoting early literacy as a 
foundation for academic success. Through its instructional program and co- and extra-curricular 
experiences, students will become independent thinkers, good decision makers, and self-
supporting, productive citizens. 

The Clifton Board of Education promulgates the following goals: 

1. To provide students with the skills essential to obtaining information, thinking 
critically, solving problems, and communicating effectively. 

2. To create an atmosphere that encourages students to obtain knowledge and to develop 
the life skills necessary to enter the work force and/or pursue higher education. 

3. To furnish students with knowledge of current and changing technologies across the 
curriculum. 

4. To encourage the school community to become responsible contributors to the 
decision making process. 

5. To develop an appreciation for the creative process through pro



 

K-5 TALENTED AND GIFTED 

OVERALL PROGRAM OBJECTIVES 

I. To engage in concepts enrichment while developing and improving complex, and 
cognitive skills. 

II. To improve the expression of creative thinking abilities. 

III. To develop self-directed learning skills and the likelihood of academic success and 
personal satisfaction. 

IV. To interact with one another and participate in activities designed to promote self-
awareness and acceptance, interpersonal relationships and realistic recognition of 
abilities. 
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K-5 TALENTED AND GIFTED 

SELECTION OF STUDENTS 

The identification process for entrance into the TAG program for the elementary student is a 
three step process consisting of screening, recommendation, and selection. 

SCREENING AND IDENTIFICATION PROCESS FOR GRADES K-2 

Children enter school with wide variations in skills, abilities, interests, and experiential 
backgrounds that help foster readiness to learn. Children are not bound by age from possessing 
or displaying a variety of talents. At early ages, it is often very difficult to denote how much 
precocious behavior can be attributed to an enriched home environment versus actual intellectual 
ability. 

Identification of academically gifted students is far more reliable beyond the early grades. The 
first three primary years are critical for gifted children—as they are for all children—because at 
this time children are developing educational patterns and attitudes that last a lifetime and may 
affect later school performance.  Although Clifton does not formally affix the label of “gifted” to 
children in grades K-2, the district does informally evaluate these young students as potentially 
gifted and believes it is our responsibility to provide a learning environment that will address 
each child’s instructional needs. Identification of high ability K-2 students is conducted 
according to the following measures: 

1st marking period and ongoing throughout the school year 

Preliminary identification of high ability K-2 students 
» Compilation of Gifted and Talented Early Identification Criteria: 
      Kindergarten Screening score, K-2 Nomination Form, Guided reading 

level 
» Classroom teacher maintenance of Early Identification Sheet 

Update November/June 
» Informal parent communication regarding student readiness, 
      academic strengths, learning styles, multiple intelligences 
»  Student Conferencing/Observation 

To this end, classroom teachers work to develop and implement appropriate programming for 
more able learners. The curriculum for K-2 students identified will be differentiated from the  
regular curriculum in the areas of content, process, and product.  Differentiated instructional 
strategies may include: 

•  Student centered classroom 
•    Cooperative environment 
•  Questioning techniques 
•    Critical, creative, evaluative, and interpersonal skills 
•  Learning Centers 

The process of identification is continuous.  Classroom teachers regularly review student 
progress and performance and student data is gathered each year in a portfolio. 
Selection of Students ï K-5 Talented and Gifted 
Continued 
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IMPLEMENTATION OF K-2 PROGRAM 

Plan book 
The classroom teacher will implement and document weekly curriculum differentiation strategies 
in plan book regarding content, process, products, and learning environment modifications. This 
information will be denoted in the plan book with the Gifted and Talented code. 

Narrative 
The classroom teacher will complete a student progress update in the form of a narrative in 
November and June of the school year. This narrative is intended to be an overview of the child’s 
progress and should include representational student work to document the student’s progress or 
lack thereof. 

This information is to be filed in student portfolio as reference for the following school 
year. 

Early Identification of the Gifted and Talented 
Nomination Form K-2 
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5/24/17 

Grade School Year 

Teacher Completing Form 

Building Principal’s Signature 

   November Narrative: 

June Narrative: 

Student #_________________________________ Test Score _____________________ 

Screening: 
 End of Grade 2 
 Ongoing after Grade 2 
 New students upon entering district 

Students must achieve a score of 28 points or above which represents 80% of the highest 
possible score. 

Clifton Public Schools 
TAG Program 
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1. Initial Referral Phase: Nomination 

2. Evaluation Phase: Level 2 Identification 

3. Selection and Placement Phase 

1. Initial Referral Phase: Nomination 
The Screening Process consists of



 

 

potential is recognized, developed, and served. Once identified, they have the benefit of supplementary 
points to create a more equitable opportunity for them. 

Additional Factors 

● Limited English Proficient 

● Special Education / 504 

● Underrepresented groups 

2. Evaluation Phase: Level 2 Identification 
During the Evaluation Phase, all data is gathered into a profile format so that each student’s strengths may 
surface. Qualified individuals are identified and invited to participate in Level 2 Identification in which 
further evaluation is necessary to narrow the field of students to those who have demonstrated gifts or 
talents. 

Referral Data Category Minimum Required Score 

● AR: STAR Reading Level Quantitative 4.5 

● PM End of Year Math Assessment score Quant 95% 

● Modified Renzulli Teacher Inventory Qualita 85% of total possible points=108 

● Modified Renzulli Parent Inventory Qualitat 85% of total possible points=108 

● Additional Factors N/A 

-If the student referral data evidences that he or she may benefit from gifted services, permission slips are 
distributed and Level 2 SAGES-2 testing is conducted. 
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● Meets 3 out of the 5 referral data categories 
Level 2 

SAGES-2 testing
● Meets 1 Quantitative category + 1 Qualitative category + 

an Additional Factor

 Less than the above Process 
Discontinued 

● SAGES-2 Reasoning Subtest 
Aptitude is measured by this non-verbal reasoning subtest, in which the child solves new problems by 

identifying relationships among pictures and figures rather than words. The questions use drawings, shapes 
or codes, and the child will need to work out sequences, similarities and differences between these figures or 
break the code. Non-verbal reasoning tests are designed to see how the child can use critical thinking and 
logic to solve problems, and are an indication of their mathematical capabilities and powers of deduction. 
From this, the theory is that the examining body can get a picture of the child’s potential and intelligence, 
rather than their learned ability. As the SAGES-2 Reasoning Subtest is non-verbal involving pictures and 
figures (i.e. no words and no numbers) it therefore minimizes cultural and/or educational biases. The 
SAGES-2 Reasoning Assessment is utilized, in addition to the previous multiple measures, to determine 
how a child performs on the assessment as compared to their peers and the results are used as a placement 
measure. 

3. Selection and Placement Phase 
During the Selection and Placement Phase, each individual Profile of Student Strengths is reviewed and 
service recommendations are made. Research suggests that a base of intelligence and achievement is 
necessary before talents begin to emerge and is critical in the identification of potentially gifted students. 
Students identified remain as such and automatically continue through grade 5 according to their status. 
Participation in 3-5 Academic Gifted Services is neither a prerequisite for, nor a guarantee of eligibility for 
gifted services in grades 6-12. 

ŸStudents identified for Gifted Services are responsible for maintaining academic excellence in the 
general educational classroom as evidence of their grade level curricula achievement. At the end of 5



 

 
   

 

 
  

  
 

 
 

 
    

  
 

 

 
   

  
   

  
  

   
    

SAGES-2 Reasoning Subtest Score: Placement Service Recommendation 
The SAGES-2 Reasoning Assessment is utilized, in addition to the multiple measures in  

Phase 1 and 2,to determine how a child performs on the assessment as compared to their peers and the results are 
used as a placement measure. 

SAGES-2 score below the 77th percentile Strand A Talent Pool: 
Differentiated services 

within the general education classroom 

SAGES-2 score 77th to 89th percentile Strand B Talent Pool: 
Differentiated services 

within the general education classroom 

A talent pool is a group of students who demonstrate an ability in a particular area, but at this time do not meet the criteria for 
advanced gifted service options. Students in a talent pool are provided differentiated services within the general education 
classroom. Intelligence develops over time when children are provided with the:  

-Right motivation 
-Right opportunities to learn 
-Right environmental supports 

Nurturing talent and giftedness requires providing students with classroom tasks that promote challenge and high thinking 
opportunities in order to help grow gifted behaviors. The classroom should provide an atmosphere of inquiry and discovery, with 
emphasis on problem solving, reflection, and critical thinking. Foundational skills and tools to help the student discover and build 
his personal strengths, talents, and motivation. 

As students are presented with additional levels of challenge and rigor, increased achievement may occur. Additionally, non-
intellective factors such as a stimulating home or community environment maximize potential. A student may meet the criteria 
for gifted identification at a later date. Intelligence is fluid and multi-faceted and every child is quite remarkable in certain ways. 
All students benefit from enriching activities and educational experiences that recognize their strengths. Selection for a talent 
pool is inclusion into appropriate differentiated programming options necessary to develop an academic or talent aptitude and 
promote achievement and growth. 

3 out of 5 
categories met 
including both 
Reading AND 

Math 

● SAGES-2 score 85th-89th percentile>> Possibly Gifted 
(INCLUSIVE MEASURe>>>considered only if student has met 3 out 

of 5 categories including both reading and math) 
Advanced Gifted 
Services Option: 

Student eligible to 
participate in the Strand 
C/ Pull-Out Academic 

TAG Program 

● SAGES-2 score 91st -98th percentile>>Likely Gifted 

● SAGES-2 score 98th -99th  Percentile>>Very Likely Gifted

 Students eligible to participate in the Advanced Gifted Services Option/Strand C Academic TAG Pull-Out Program are those 
likely to benefit from participation in programming designed for the gifted. With evidence of strong intellectual aptitude and the 





 

 

  
    

 
 

 

  

   

     

  

 

 
 
  

 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

The SAGES-2 Reasoning Assessment is utilized, in addition to the multiple measures in Phase 1 and 2, 
to determine how a child performs on the assessment as compared to their peers and the results are used 
as a placement measure. SAGES-2 scores are reported in percentile format. The average student scores 

at the 50th percentile. 
POTENTIALLY GIFTED AND TALENTED STUDENTS TYPICALLY SCORE ABOVE THE 90TH PERCENTILE. 

NO TWO GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN ARE ALIKE: THE PROFESSIONAL JUDGMENT OF THE 
IDENTIFICATION TEAM ENSURES THAT PLACEMENT DETERMINATIONS ARE MADE ACCORDING TO THE 

UNIQUE TRAITS AND CHARACTERISTICS OF EACH CHILD IN THE IDENTIFICATION PROCESS. AS THE 
SCREENING PROCESS INVOLVES THE ANALYSIS OF MULTIPLE MEASURES, BOTH QUALITATIVE AND 
QUANTITATIVE, NO SPECIFIC SCORE ON ANY ONE MEASURE DETERMINES ELIGIBILITY AND THE 
IDENTIFICATION TEAM THEREFORE DOES NOT FURNISH INDIVIDUAL ELIGIBILITY REPORTS. 

THE CONTINUUM OF SERVICES INCLUDES, BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO: 

● ACADEMIC AND CREATIVE COMPETITIONS 
● ACCELERATION BY GRADE 

● ACCELERATION BY SUBJECT 

● CLUSTER GROUPING 

● FLEXIBLE GROUPING 

● GIFTED AND TALENTED ART PROGRAM 

● GIFTED AND TALENTED ACADEMIC PULL-OUT PROGRAM 

● DIFFERENTIATED CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION IN THE GENERAL EDUCATION CLASSRO 



 

 

 

 

 

K-5 TALENTED AND GIFTED 

PARENTAL APPEALS 

An appeal procedure may be initiated through the building principal by the parent or guardian of 
any child who was not selected for participation in the TAG program. The parent may obtain a 
Parental Appeal Form from their school office.  This form allows parents to bring to the attention  
of the TAG Committee any additional information relevant to the child’s qualifications for the 
program. The completed form should be submitted to the building principal and forwarded to 
the TAG Program Coordinator who will bring the matter before the TAG Committee. The 
completed appeal form must be submitted to the TAG Program Coordinator by October 15th. 
Students that move into the district will be reviewed any time of the year. 

Appeal Process Form 
Grades 3, 4, 5 

Please complete the attached appeal process in order to recommend a student who did not meet 
the criteria for the TAG Cycles program. 

Checklist of Steps 

1. Parent or teacher obtains form from home school building principal. 
2. Reason for appeal is filled out by initiator. 
3. Form is returned to the school principal to complete test data section.  Completed 

form is returned to TAG Program Coordinator. 
4. All appeals to be reviewed by TAG Program committee at meeting scheduled 

after the deadline. 
5. Written notification of acceptance or rejection mailed to parents and to principal 

of student’s home school. 

APPEAL DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 15TH, EXCEPT FOR MOVE IN CANDIDATES 
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3. List specific strengths and abilities that might not be indicated by test results. 

Appeal initiated by:______________________________________ Date_______________ 

Appeal completed by:____________________________________ 
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K-5 TALENTED AND GIFTED 

STATEMENT OF ATTENDANCE POLICY 

Student attendance requirement 



 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 
 

    
  
  
 
  
  
      
 
 
 
  
 

 
  
  
   
   
  
    
    
   
 
 
   
   
      
  
    
 

 
    
 
 
 
  
   

     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS 
GENERAL MODIFICATIONS FOR INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

In order to ensure that English Language Learners are fully integrated into classroom life and can 
participate in all mainstream content areas, certain modifications and differentiated criteria shall be 
implemented.  The following modifications can be utilized to suit the needs of English Language Learners 
in the mainstream classes outlined in this curriculum guide.  After consultation with an ESL/Bilingual 
teacher and identification of student’s proficiency level, the mainstream content area teacher can choose 
































































